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SS/LA Skills and Knowledge Assessed: 
 
v The legislative process 
v The role of ordinary citizens and interest 

groups in the process of formulating 
public policy 

v The effective use of information sources, 
including charts and graphs, in drafting 
testimony and in promoting public policy 

v Oral presentation skills  
 
 

Social Studies/Language Arts 
Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: 
 
A Simulation— 
  

CCoonnggrreessssiioonnaall  
TTeessttiimmoonnyy  
    
Introduction 
 
Each year, the 535 members of the Congress have a great deal of the nation’s business to do.  In addition 
to the Federal budget– now in the trillions of dollars – representatives in Congress also consider 
thousands of bills submitted by its members.  Some bills deal with the health and welfare of the average 
citizen, others deal with international trade, others deal with defense, the environment, labor laws, 
regulation of the media or policies regarding Federal aid to education.  Just about any matter of public 
policy you can imagine from building highways to research for cancer can be the subject of legislation. 
 
All legislation that raises money must start in the House of Representatives; most other business can be 
started either in the House or in the Senate.  Representatives in the House – all 435 of them—are elected 
to represent districts of states based on reasonably equal population. Some states such as California have 
more than 40 representatives because they have large populations.  Others such as Wyoming or Alaska 
may be large in land area, but have low populations and may have only one representative in the House.  
The Senate, however, represents states, so every state, no matter how small, has 2 senators for a total of 
100 for the 50 states.   
 
Either the House or the Senate can call hearings to investigate issues and problems.  Congress may gather 
public input on bills before them, or they may just investigate a subject to determine whether or not laws 
need to be enacted or changed.  The Senate holds hearings before they vote to approve of the President’s 
appointments to high public offices such as his or her cabinet. Congressional hearings are very important 
in influencing the laws and policies that set the rules for our nation.  

 
In this activity, you will:  

 
• Prepare a research folder on the issue being 

presented before a Congressional committee; 
• Deliver oral testimony on the subject in the role of 

a public figure or a private citizen affected by the 
situation being investigated; and  

• Write a report in the role of a member of Congress 
reporting to the voters of your district about what 
you learned from the hearings and what you propose 
for solutions. 
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Your Role for the Congressional Hearing 

Your first role will be as a public figure or a private citizen testifying before a congressional committee 
on a national issue.  Your teacher and the class will brainstorm a list of specific roles based on these 
general descriptions. 

1. Lobbyists from various conflicting interest groups.  
2. Experts from foundations, universities, or other nonpartisan groups who have studied the 

problem, and have considerable education in the field.  
3. Ordinary citizens who are seriously affected by the matter under discussion. 

You will collect information in your research folder for your role described above.   

Part I:  Research Folder 

You are to create a research folder containing:  

• A summary of one general article as an overview of the issue (approximately 250 words) 
with the original article attached 

• Summaries of three articles supporting the point of view you are taking (approximately 
250 words each) with the original articles attached  

• A bibliography of all sources you investigated, including Internet sites, whether you 
found them useful or not 

Plus either of the below: 

• Notes from a live interview (or a tape recording) with an adult in the community who has 
basic knowledge of the issue and/or strong opinions about it (legible, neat recopy)   

• Written interpretations of two or three charts or graphs or other visuals relevant to your 
focus area explaining the significance of each in support of the role (attach the 
interpretations to the visuals) 

Part II:  Oral Testimony before a Congressional Committee 

You are to prepare testimony of 5-8 minutes for the congressional hearing.  It is to contain these parts:  

§ Introduction and Biography:  Introduce yourself in character, providing a brief biography                             
(may be fictionalized if you are not a famous personage).  

§ Description of the situation facing your group (or the nation as a whole). 
§ Some hard facts from research including charts or graphs and other exhibits. 
§ Personal stories illustrating the problem. 
§ Solutions you advocate. 

Your Role as a Member of Congress 

When you are listening to the testimony of other members of the class in their roles, you will be assuming 
the role of a member of Congress.  You need to take down notes from the testimony and use these notes 
plus the information you have gathered in your research folder to write your report to the voters of your 
district. (See Part III.) 
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Part III: Writing a Report to the Voters of your District 

Take careful notes from testimony and write a report.   

As other witnesses present testimony, take notes of the most compelling facts and arguments. Taking the 
role of a member of Congress, write an article for newspapers in your home district in which you 
comment on what you have learned about the causes and possible remedies of this problem or issue. 
Provide a conclusion supporting at least one remedy to the issue.  The commentary should be 2-3 double-
spaced, typewritten pages (done in drafts on a word processor/computer).  Document sources of your 
notes –refer to character testimonies that influenced your report and/or information from research data, 
charts, ect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Establishing a national forum to debate public issues:  The rules 
for public discourse and decision-making were laid out in 1787 when 
the U.S. Constitution was drafted.  It is the oldest constitution still in 
effect in the world.  (Above:  George Washington is pictured presenting the 
Constitution to the Convention for approval.)   
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Teacher Supplement 

Social Studies/Language Arts Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 

 
A Simulation— 
 

    CCoonnggrreessssiioonnaall  TTeessttiimmoonnyy  
Description:  In this assessment activity, students take on two roles, first as a citizen testifying before a 
Congressional committee on a public issue, and second, as a member of Congress reporting to his or her 
district on the issue before the committee.  Students prepare a research folder, deliver an oral presentation 
before Congress (their classmates), and write a report on the issue to the public.   

Prerequisite Skills: 
 

• Understanding of role-playing in simulations 
• Fundamentals of public speaking 
• Library and Internet research 
• Writing a commentary 

Intended Depth of Knowledge (DOK) Levels: 
 
Research folder:  Level 3 
 
(Social Studies descriptors) 

• Drawing conclusions 
• Citing evidence 

 
(Language Arts descriptors) 

• Explain, generalize, and/or connect ideas 
• Summarize information from multiple sources to address specific topic  
• Make inferences across entire passages 

 

Oral Presentation:  Level 3 
 
(Social Studies descriptors)  

• Proposing and evaluating solutions to problems 
• Making connections across time and place to explain a concept or big idea 

 
(Language Arts descriptors) 

• Develop or explain arguments 
• Synthesize information using sequencing, predicting, drawing conclusions 
• Identify major themes and support them with connection to life experiences 
• Apply themes from texts and sources to personal, cultural, or historical situations  
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Report to the district:  Level 3 
 
(Social Studies descriptors) 

• Drawing conclusions 
• Citing evidence 

 
(Language Arts descriptors) 

• Develop or explain arguments 
• Synthesize information using sequencing, predicting, drawing conclusions 
• Identify major themes and support them with connection to life experiences 
• Apply themes from texts and sources to personal, cultural, or historical situations  

 
Suggested Use in the BOE System and Curriculum  
 
This assessment activity will be best used for evidence in the BOE system for high school graduation in 
any social studies class where government is studied.  This assessment activity can also be used in 
language arts courses that debate current issues and/or are linked to social studies courses.   
 
Further Suggestions for Administering this Assessment 
 
It may be best to have the entire class focus on only one, 1-3 issues.  To simulate the role of a member of 
Congress, students would need to hear several testimonies, and if there are too many issues, or if the class 
is small, there would be too few testimonies to provide a range of points of view.   
 
Carefully consider issues you decide to use in terms of resources available, including access to 
local people knowledgeable on the topic.  
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Interdisciplinary Social Studies/Language Arts  
Assessment Activity # 3:  Congressional Testimony 
 
Language Arts Standards and Benchmarks 
 
An “A” in the table below indicates the standards and benchmarks in this assessment 
activity that have the potential to elicit evidence of student learning. An “I” indicates that 
instructional strategy that is assumed, but not assessed. An “A*” indicates the standards 
and benchmarks that are assessed only by the optional component. This activity has been 
recoded to the revised Wyoming 2003 Standards by members of the Wyoming Body of 
Evidence Activities Consortium. 
 
11.1    READING 
Students use the reading process to demonstrate understanding of literary and informational texts. 
   

 Benchmarks  
A 11.1.1 Students use the reading process to apply a variety of comprehension  

               strategies before, during and after reading. 
 

 11.1.2    Students demonstrate an understanding of literary texts. 
 

    A 11.1.3     Students demonstrate understanding of informational texts. 
 

 
11.2    WRITING 
Students use the writing process and use appropriate strategies to write a variety of expressive 
and expository pieces. 
 
         

 Benchmarks 

A 11.2.1     Students apply writing skills to plan, draft, revise, and publish writing 
for intended audiences. 
 

A 11.2.2     Students use appropriate strategies to write a variety of expressive and  
               expository pieces. 
 

 
11.3    SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Students use listening and speaking skills for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
 

 Benchmarks  
A 11.3.1    Students speak for a variety of purposes. 

 
 11.3.2     Students use others' works for models for effective speaking. 

 
A 11.3.3     Students use strategies to organize formal presentations. 

 
A 11.3.4     Students use strategies to make persuasive presentations. 

 
 11.3.5     Students present oral interpretations of literature. 
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I 11.3.6 Students use effective delivery skills (tone, eye contact, rate, volume,  
               pitch, gesture, pronunciation and enunciation) appropriate to audience  
               and purpose.  

 11.3.7 Students use visual aids or technology (charts, photographs, 
               transparencies, slides, electronic media, text, images, and sound effects)  
               to support presentations. 
 
11.3.8     Students use strategies to contribute to group discussions. 
 

A 11.3.9 Students listen and respond to listener feedback and adjust delivery  
               techniques and content, provide useful feedback to speakers to indicate  
               understanding, and synthesize relevant data from presentations and 
               discussions using strategies such as note-taking and questioning, and  
               observe the techniques and impact of visual media. 
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Social Studies Standards and Benchmarks 
 
An “A” in the table below indicates the standards and benchmarks in this assessment activity that 
have the potential to elicit evidence of student learning. An “I” indicates that instructional 
strategy that is assumed, but not assessed. An “A*” indicates the standards and benchmarks that 
are assessed only by the optional component. This activity has been recoded to the revised 
Wyoming 2003 Standards by members of the Wyoming Body of Evidence Activities Consortium. 
 
Social Studies 
 
SS 11.1. CITIZENSHIP/ GOVERNMENT/ DEMOCRACY 
Students demonstrate how structures of power, authority, and governance have developed 
historically and continue to evolve.  
   
 Benchmarks 

 11.1.1 Students describe unique freedoms, rights, and responsibilities of living in a 
democratic society and explain their interrelationships. 

 
A 

11.1.2 Students explain and/or demonstrate how to participate in the political processes and 
express personal beliefs and convictions. 

 11.1.3 Students explain the historical development of the U.S. Constitution and how it has 
shaped the U.S. and Wyoming governmental systems. 

 11.1.4 Students demonstrate an understanding of the major distinguishing characteristics of 
the United States and Wyoming Constitutions. 

 11.1.5     Students demonstrate an understanding of the U.S. civil and criminal legal systems and 
distinguish differences between those systems. 

 
SS 11.2     CULTURE/ CULTURAL DIVERSITY 
Students demonstrate an understanding of different cultures and how these cultures have 
contributed and continue to contribute to the world in which they live. 
    

 Benchmarks 

 11.2.1 Students explain how various cultural influences impact society. 
 11.2.2 Students communicate how shared cultural experiences influence peoples’ 

perceptions of prominent historical figures, groups, institutions, and world events. 
 

SS.11.3 PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, AND CONSUMPTION 
Students demonstrate an understanding of economic principles and concepts and describe the 
influence of economic factors on individuals and societies. 
 

 Benchmarks 
 11.3.1 Students explain how different economic systems are organized for production, 

distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
 11.3.2    Students formulate solutions to economic problems  
 11.3.3    Students describe the impacts of global economic interdependence. 
 11.3.4 Students demonstrate an understanding of economic principles that influence   

individual financial planning. 
 
 
SS 11.4  Time, Continuity and Change 
Students demonstrate an understanding of the people, events, problems, ideas, and cultures that 
were significant in the history of our community, state, nation and world. 
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 Benchmarks 

 
A 

11.4.1 Students analyze the interactions among individuals and groups and their impact on 
significant historical events. 

A 11.4.2     Students analyze current events to better understand the world in which they live. 
 11.4.3 Students evaluate the impact of technology and how it has shaped history and 

influenced the modern world. 
 11.4.4     Students explain how past events impact the present and the future. 

 

 SS 11.5   PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENTS 
Students demonstrate an understanding of interrelationships among people, places, and 
environments. 
     

 Benchmarks 
 
A 

11.5.1 Students interpret charts, maps, and graphs to answer questions dealing with people, 
places, events, or environments. 

 11.5.2 Students analyze how physical characteristics of the earth and human interactions with 
the environment have affected the development of societies, cultures, and individuals. 

 11.5.3 Students demonstrate an ability to organize and process information about people, 
places, and environments. 
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Assessment Guide:  SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional Testimony 
 
 

 
Criterion: Presents evidence on a public issue.                            
 Standards and Benchmarks: SS11.5.1; LA11.1.3 
 Source: Part I - Research folder                                                                                                                   Intended Depth of Knowledge:  Level 3  

Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Meets requirements of Level 3,  
 
AND 
   
Each part is related to others 
with transitional links, 
summaries focus on the most 
significant information related to 
the issue, and irrelevant pieces of 
information are not included. 

Required information is organized 
and labeled with summaries of 
articles and interpretation of graphs 
and charts all consistently related to 
the identified issue. 
 
 
 
Support:  Minor support or no 
support was needed in fulfilling the 
assignment.   

Required information is 
organized and labeled with 
summaries of articles and 
interpretation of graphs and 
charts, but the information and 
elements are not consistently 
related to the identified issue; 
 
OR 
 
Support:  Response fulfills the 
requirements of a Level 3, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 3 quality.   

Required information is not 
consistently organized and 
labeled;  
 
OR 
 
Summaries of articles and 
interpretation of graphs and charts 
are not consistently related to the 
identified issue; 
 
OR 
 
Significant required pieces are 
missing; 
 
OR 
 
Support:  Response fulfills the 
requirements of a Level 2, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 2 quality. 
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Assessment Guide:  SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional Testimony 
 
 
                               
    

 

Criterion: Uses evidence from research and testimony to support a point of view when commenting on a public 
issue Standards and Benchmarks: LA11.1.3;  LA11.2.1;  LA11.2.2                                                    Source:  Part III - Newspaper commentary                 
                                                                                                                                                                         Intended Depth of Knowledge:  Level 3 

Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Meets requirements of a level 3, 
 
AND 
 
The information is organized 
with a dramatic introduction, 
transitions linking each piece of 
evidence, and a conclusion 
relating major pieces of evidence 
of causes to a convincing 
argument for a remedy.   
 
 

Identifies and supports credible 
causes and possible remedies related 
to the identified public issue with 
relevant supporting details from 
research and testimony.  
 
There may be some inconsistencies in 
the evidence provided. 
 
 
Support:  Student received no 
support or minor support. 

Identifies and supports causes and 
possible remedies related to the 
identified public issue, but causes 
and/or remedies are not 
consistently presented with 
relevant supporting details from 
research and testimony; 
 
OR 
 
Does not provide evidence from 
all the major sources; 
 
OR 
Support:  Response fulfills the 
requirements of a Level 3, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 3 quality. 

The theme identified is not 
evident or is contradictory to the 
theme of the book; 
 
 
  
 
 
OR 
 
Support Response fulfills the 
requirements of a Level 2, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 2 quality. 
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  Assessment Guide: SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional Testimony 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Criteria:  Communicates content in appropriate written, oral or visual form. 
Standards and Benchmarks: LA11.3.3; LA11.3.4.  LA3.6; LA11.3.7; LA11.3.9                                            Source:  Part II Oral Testimony   
                                                                                                                                                                      Intended Depth of Knowledge:  Level 2                    

Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
 
Choices in the use of language 
enhance the impact of the 
information. 
 
Errors are infrequent and minor.   

 
Uses language (vocabulary, sentence 
structure, style and organization) to 
convey information clearly; errors in 
use of language are not numerous or 
blatant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Support: Response fulfills 
requirements of a Level 4, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 4 quality. 

 
The use of language (vocabulary, 
sentence structure, style, and 
organization) to convey information is 
not consistently clear. 
OR 
 
Errors are numerous and interfere 
with communication between the 
writer/speaker and the audience.  
 
OR 
 
Support: Response fulfills 
requirements of a Level 3, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 3 quality. 
 

 
The use of language (vocabulary, 
sentence structure, style and 
organization) to convey information 
is not clear. 
 
OR 
 
Errors are significant and distract the 
audience from the content and 
purpose.   
 
OR 
 
Support: Response fulfills 
requirements of a Level 2, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 2 quality. 
 

llebel
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                       Assessment Guide:  SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional Testimony 
 
 
                      

 
 Evidence of writing process observed by teacher              Word-processing used appropriately 
 
 
 
 
 

Criterion: Writes with control using appropriate word choice, voice, sentence fluency, and conventions.  
Standards and Benchmarks: LA11.2.1; LA11.2.2 
Sources: Part I - Research folder summaries Part III - Newspaper commentary                                      Intended Depth of Knowledge:  Level 2   

Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
 
Word choice, sentence structure, 
voice and conventions enhance the 
clarity and meaning of the essay.   
 

 
Minor errors in word choice, sentence 
structure, voice, and conventions do 
not get in the way of the reader’s 
understanding of the content. 
 

 
Word choice, sentence structure, 
voice and conventions get in the way 
of the reader’s understanding of the 
content. 
 
OR 
 
Support: Response fulfills 
requirements of a Level 3, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 3 quality. 
 
 

 
Word choice, sentence structure, 
voice and conventions make it 
difficult for the readers to understand 
the writer’s meaning.  
 
OR 
 
Support: Response fulfills 
requirements of a Level 2, but the 
student received support without 
which the work would not be of a 
Level 2 quality. 
 
 

llebel
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Social Studies and Language Arts Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:  
Congressional Testimony  
 
Anchor Papers:  
 
This section contains sample student work that has been assessed by Wyoming 
teachers who participated in the Wyoming Activities-Based Consortium.  Using 
the rubrics for this assessment activity, each example has been assigned score 
levels and includes accompanying annotated student work and "justifications" 
explaining assignment of scores.   
 
The examples represent a range of student work collected as a result of piloting in 
Wyoming high schools during the 2000-2002 school years.  In some cases sample 
student work for particular score points or for particular parts of assessment 
activities was not available at the date of publication.  The BOE Activities 
Consortium will add sample student work for those parts and at those score points 
as they become available.   
 
Anchor papers in this set include: 
 
Part I: Research Extracts 
CH2-009 
CH2-012 
CT2-004 
 
Part II:  Oral Testimony 
 
(No anchors currently available) 
 
Part III: Report to the District (Newspaper Commentary) 
CT2-005 
CT2-003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© 2003 Wyoming Body of Evidence Activities Consortium and the Wyoming Department of 
Education. Wyoming Distribution Ready August 2003 

 
 

15

 
 
 
 
 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity # 3:  
Congressional Testimony 
Anchor #: CH2-009  
 
Criterion:   Presents evidence                                Source:  Part I - Research Folder 
Level:  4 
 
The research folder contains the required components (news articles, summaries, a bibliography, 
interview notes or graphs and charts with interpretations). This is a level 4, because the 
components were complete, organized, and consistently related to the identified issue (National 
ID card).  Each of the summaries and interpretations clearly focused on the most significant 
information related to the issue and contained no irrelevant material.  The first article summarized 
is balanced and general, and brings out issues of terrorism and security vs. personal rights, as the 
main conflict between opposing views. 
 
 
  
 
Criterion:  Communicates effectively  
Level:  3 
 
The written work in the research folder has few writing errors, which do not get in the way of the 
reader’s understanding of the content.  This is a level 3, because word choice, sentence structure, 
and writing conventions do not further enhance the clarity or meaning of the summaries. 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:  
Congressional Testimony   
  Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Presents Evidence: 
Internet research is a required 
component, but the items listed 
do not adequately identify 
sources. 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony      Part I:  Research Folder 

Presents Evidence: 
The interview (here and next 
page) is a required component.  
It is complete and organized. 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:  
Congressional Testimony       Part I:  Research Folder 
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Presents 
Evidence: 
This is a concise 
summary of 
significant 
information 
related to issue. 

Communicates: 
Sentence 
fragments do not 
interfere with the 
reader’s 
understanding of 
the content. 

Communicates: 
Fragment  

Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony                 Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional 
Testimony                Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Presents Evidence: 
This and the subsequent news articles are required components.  
They are clearly relevant to the issue. 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional 
Testimony              Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional 
Testimony                     Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Communication: 
Transition relates 
Ellison’s views to 
other opinions. 

Presents Evidence: 
Significant information 
provided in summary. 

Presents Evidence: 
Conclusion builds a link to 
other summaries regarding 
government’s restriction of 
personal liberties.  
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:  Congressional 
Testimony               Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Presents Evidence: 
All material in the summary is relevant.   

Presents Evidence: 
Summary presents 
criticisms of national 
cards. 

Communication: 
Minor 
punctuation error.  
Errors are rare 
and do not get in 
the way.  
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony       Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Presents Evidence: 
Quoted material is most 
significant evidence (thesis) 
of the article. 

Presents Evidence: Information 
shows how state driver’s licenses 
are now standardized.  

Communication: 
Word choice error.  Few 
errors per page do not 
impede understanding.  
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony           Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: 
Congressional Testimony                    
Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional Testimony 
Part I:  Research extracts 
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Anchor #:  CH2-009 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Hearing Before Congress 
Part I:  Research extracts 
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SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity # 3: Congressional 
Testimony  
Anchor #: CH2-012  
 
Criterion: Presents evidence                                          Source: Part I Research Folder 
Level:  3 
 
The research folder contains required components that are well organized.  The folder 
components consistently relate to the identified issue (charts illustrate the effect of banning guns 
on crime, article summaries adequately related to gun control, interview targeted gun control).  
There is relevant information on homicides and other crimes, but the following articles on gun 
ownership in Switzerland and the response to terrorism threat, etc., do not have transitions linking 
one summary to the next.  Clearly linking these ideas would make this a Level 4. 
 
 
 
 
Criterion:  Communicates Effectively 
Level:  4 
 
Word choice, sentence structure, voice, and conventions enhance the reader’s understanding of 
the article summaries (language usage/syntax/vocabulary are exceptional:  “amazing irony” . . . 
“rampant homicides”. . ., “inspire reverent awe for guns” . . .), making this a Level 4. 
 
 

llebel
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional Testimony  
Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Presents Evidence: 
Only URL’s are cited which 
is inappropriate 
bibliography format. 

Presents Evidence: 
Unless articles have 
web address included, 
it would be 
questionable as to 
whether they were a 
source. 

 

 

 

 



© 2003 Wyoming Body of Evidence Activities Consortium and the Wyoming Department of 
Education. Wyoming Distribution Ready August 2003 

 
 

31

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:   
Congressional Testimony        Part I:  Research Folder 
         

Presents Evidence: 
Organized—required 
graphs/charts are included with 
student interpretation. 

Research: 
Graphs relate to identified issue. 
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony                Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
LA/SS Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:  
Congressional Testimony     Part I:  Research extracts 
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
Social Studies Assessment Activity #3: Congressional Testimony 
Part I:  Research extracts 
 

Presents Evidence: 
Required organized articles and related summaries 
of articles are included. 

Communicates: 
Advanced vocabulary and language 
usage enhance clarity and understanding 
of the subject. 
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony            Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Presents Evidence: 
Summary is written in voice of author of 
original article, not as an objective 
summation of author’s point. 

Communicates: 
Emphatic voice and use of 
parallel phrasing enhance 
the impact of the argument.  



© 2003 Wyoming Body of Evidence Activities Consortium and the Wyoming Department of 
Education. Wyoming Distribution Ready August 2003 

 
 

36

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:  Congressional 
Testimony         Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony             Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony            Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: 
Congressional Testimony             Part I:  Research Folder
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Anchor #:  CH2-012 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony              Part I:  Research Folder 
 Presents Evidence: 

Interview targets the public issue 
of gun control. Presents Evidence: 

Questions posed do not consistently 
prompt reflection or explore deeper 
reasons for views. 
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SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional Testimony 

Anchor #:  CT2-004  
Criterion:  Presents evidence                                                    Source: Part I-Research Folder 
Level:  1 
 
The research folder has many of the required components (an overview article, five supporting 
articles, a bibliography, notes from an interview, and charts/graphs).  This is a level 1, because it 
is missing an essential required component (summaries of articles). Without summaries, no 
determination can be made of the student’s understanding of the content. 
 

 
Criterion:  Communicates effectively 
Level:  Undetermined 
 
No summaries were included in the research folder.  Therefore, there is no student work to 
evaluate. 
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Anchor #:  CT2-004 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony                  Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Presents Evidence: 
Bibliography is a 
required component—
not all entries are 
complete. 
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Anchor #:  CT2-004 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony          Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CT2-004 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony                   Part I:  Research Folder 
 

 

Presents Evidence: 
The overview and supporting 
articles are included; however, 
summaries are missing. 



© 2003 Wyoming Body of Evidence Activities Consortium and the Wyoming Department of 
Education. Wyoming Distribution Ready August 2003 

 
 

45

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anchor #:  CT2-004 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:  
Congressional Testimony      Part I:  Research Folder 
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Anchor #:  CT2-004 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony        Part I:  Research Folder 
 

Presents Evidence: 
Because an interview is 
also included, this is an 
optional component. 
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Anchor #:  CT2-004 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional Testimony 
Part I:  Research Folder 
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SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional 
Testimony  
Anchor #: CT2-005 
 
Criterion:  Uses evidence to comment on a public issue                       
Source: Part III-Report to District 
Level:  3 
 
The report to district clearly identifies the public issue (immigration), related problems 
(illegal immigration), and solutions (stricter border control, use of national guard, VISA 
supervision for immigration).  There are relevant supporting details from research and 
testimonies included in the report (Chinese Exclusion Act, Irish potato famine, references 
to individual testimonies).  This paper is not a Level 4 because no conclusion supporting 
a particular solution was clearly proposed (student notes in last paragraph that a solution 
is needed, but does not provide supportive ideas for a solution). 
 
 
 
Criterion:  Communicates Effectively 
Level: 3 
 
Although there were minor errors in writing conventions and word choice (capitalization, 
punctuation, misspellings), these errors did not detract from the reader’s understanding of 
the report.  This is a level 3 response, because these elements did not further enhance the 
clarity or meaning of the commentary. 
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Anchor #:  CT2-005 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony    Part III:  Report to District 
 

 

Supports Issue: 
Relevant supporting details from 
research are included. 

Supports Issue: 
Clear identification of 
public issue is presented. 

Communicates: 
Writing 
convention and 
word choice 
errors do not 
detract from 
reader’s 
understanding. 
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Anchor #:  CT2-005 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional 
Testimony        Part III:  Report to District 
 

Supports Issue: 
Example of possible 
solution to problem 
is included. 

Supports Issue: 
Exploration of 
problems of 
immigration are 
evident. 

Supports Issue: 
Example of witness 
testimony is included. 
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Anchor #:  CT2-005 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3:Congressional 
Testimony          Part III:  Report to District 

Communicates: 
Control of word 
choice and 
conventions support 
the writer’s purpose. 

Supports Issue: 
No concluding 
solution is proposed. 

Supports 
Issue: 
Possible 
remedy 
identified. 

Supports 
Issue: 
Example of 
problem 
identified. 
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SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional Testimony  

Anchor #: CT2-003  
Criterion:  Uses evidence to comment on public issue                                    
Source: Part III-Report to District 
Level:  2 
 
     The writer stays in the character of a congressperson throughout the commentary.  A general 
discussion of the topic is given and witness testimony is cited (lobbyist in paragraph 5).  This is a 
Level 2 response, because the writer lacks a conclusion and discussion supporting a particular 
remedy. 
 

 
Criterion: Communicates effectively  
Level:  3 
 
      Word choice, sentence structure, voice, and conventions do not get in the way of the reader’s 
understanding.  Although there were some minor errors (sentence structure, sentence fragments, 
word choice), they did not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the content.  This is a 
Level 3 because, for the most part, writing does not further enhance the clarity or meaning of the 
issue. 
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Supports 
Issue: 
 Public issue is 
identified.  

Communicate: 
Use of the word ‘sifter’ enhances reader 
understanding, but writer does not 
consistently select effective words. 

Anchor #:  CT2-003 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3 Congressional 
Testimony         Part III:  Report to District 
 



© 2003 Wyoming Body of Evidence Activities Consortium and the Wyoming Department of 
Education. Wyoming Distribution Ready August 2003 

 
 

54

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Supports Issue: 
Writer cites 
testimony 
relevant to the 
issue. 

Communicates: 
Inclusion of the word ‘of’ is 
inappropriate, but does not 
confuse the reader.  The word 
‘congress’ should be 
capitalized. 

Communicates: 
Run on sentence may 
confuse reader, but does not 
interfere with 
understanding of issue. 

Anchor #:  CT2-003 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony      Part III:  Report to District 
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Anchor #:  CT2-003 
SS/LA Interdisciplinary Assessment Activity #3: Congressional 
Testimony      Part III:  Report to District 
 

Supports Issue: 
Writer stays in character of 
a Congressperson 
throughout essay. 

Supports Issue: 
Some remedies are 
identified, but the 
writer fails to clearly 
support any particular 
one. 

Supports 
Issue: 
Summary 
provides details 
from research 
and testimony. 


