Storytelling: How to
Amplify Student & Teacher
Voice



Why are stories important?

* Helps us remember and retain
* Builds empathy and understanding
* Provides rich context



“I've learned that people
will forget what you said,
people will forget what
you did, but people will
never forget how you
made them feel.”

-Maya Angelou



Our brains are
wired for
stories.




Brain Chemistry of Story

Attention is a scarce resource, yet, a good story has
the ability to completely capture us... why? And not
only capture, story can change our behavior.

BRAIN CHEMICALS:

*Oxytocin is the trust and empathy hormone
*Cortisol is the “focus” hormone
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Debra Sandoval-Woodward
Subject: Art

“I’m not
looking for
correct
answers. |
encourage
mistakes.”

Grants Cibola County Schools
Years teaching: 36
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Toni Wright
Subject: Social Studies

“I tell my
students:
your opinion
matters.
Now
prove it.”

Taos High School, Taos
Years teaching: 22

Patrik Nkouaga
Subject: French & Spanish

“A student
once told me,
‘Go back
where
you came

from.””

Siembra Leadership High School, Albuquerque

Years teaching: 3




How We Did It

Debra Sandoval-Woodward
Subject: Art

“I’m not
looking for
correct
answers. |
encourage
mistakes.”

Grasts Cidola County Schools
Years teaching: 36
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What story did you connect
with most?







How to find stories

 Three Rs:

— Real
— Relatable
— Relevant




Anatomy of a Story

* What is your AIM?

— Audience
— Intent
— Message




Anatomy of a Story

* The 4 Cs
— Character
— Conflict
— Closure
— Call to Action




Why cat
videos?



Olivia’s story

“The reason that we
are becoming less and
less engaged as we
become older in school
is because we aren’t
allowed to move as
much...You get bored
of just sitting there
and you don’t have a

way to get out that
energy...”
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Patrik’s story

Patrik Nkouaga
Subject: French & Spanish

“A student
once told me,
‘Go back
where
you came

from.’”

Siembra Leadership High School, Albuquerque
Years teaching: 3




Shawna’s story

Shawna Carter
Subject: AP Science & Engineering

“l hand
them a box
of rocket
parts and
step

away.”

Alamogordo High School, Alamogordo
Years teaching: 10




Your Turn




Character:

Creator Innocent

. Provide
~3¥ structure to
¥  the world

paradise

Leave a

mark on el Outlaw
the world

Connect

Everyman with
others

Magician

Lover Hero



Conflict:




C
losure:
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Call to action:




Story Time
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* Share with partner
* What is your AIM?

* Let your partner identity the character,
conflict, closure, and call to action



Storytelling as a tool for

teaching + learning

T
—

Debate / persuasion

History

Writing and language learning
Contextualization
Memorization

Advocacy / policy change



Great
work!




